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Mobilising the Mine Action Sector, Supporting Gender Mainstreaming:

 Swiss Campaign to Ban Landmines’ Gender and Mine Action Programme.

In December 2006, the Swiss Campaign to Ban Landmines began a two-year programme designed to support gender mainstreaming in mine action, complementing United Nations action on the issue. 

On the International Women’s Day, 8 March 2007, the Swiss Campaign launched a global survey on gender and mine action with the aim of gathering comprehensive, context specific information on the significance of gender in the impact of mines and in the effectiveness of mine action. 

The survey targets international mine action organisations; local non-governmental organisations in mine affected territories; relevant government ministries; mine action donors; UN agencies, and; women’s grass roots and civil society organisations. It collects information on the impact of mines on men, women and children, and on the relevant pillars of mine action: clearance and demining; mine awareness and mine risk education (MRE); victim assistance, and; advocacy for a global ban. The survey questionnaires are available in English, French and Spanish.

The information gathered through this survey will be synthesised into a toolkit for mainstreaming gender in mine action, aimed at providing all actors within the mine action community and in each mine affected territory with detailed and context-specific guidelines. The information will also be used to advocate to governments as programmers and funders of mine action, as well as to develop the capacity of women’s grass roots and civil society organisations to play a greater role in mine action. In May 2007, the programme will launch an online ‘Gender and Mine Action Portal’ (www.scbl-gender.ch), where thematic and country profiles relating to the significance of gender in mine action will be available. The portal will also be home to a live discussion forum –where actors from across the sector can engage directly with each other in discussion on the issue.

The Swiss Campaign and other concerned organisations are working to raise the profile of the issue within the mine action, and other humanitarian sectors. On International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, 4 April 2007, the Informal Working Group on Gender and Mine Action (IWGG), coordinated by the Swiss Campaign, released a Joint Statement highlighting the significance of gender in mine impact and mine action. To date this statement has been endorsed by six members of the IWGG, and six additional organisations whose work contributes to diverse aspects of mine action. 
Endorsers of this statement are convinced that mainstreaming gender into mine action policy and programming will increase the effectiveness and efficiency of operations. The group strongly urges the mine action community to make every effort to mainstream gender in planning, implementation and evaluation of operations, including: mine risk education (MRE); victim assistance; mine impact surveying and other data gathering; clearance and demining, and; advocacy for a global ban on landmines. The IWGG would welcome the endorsement of women and gender-focussed grass roots or civil society organisations.
For further information on the Gender and Mine Action programme or any of its activities please contact

· Gemma Huckerby, Programme Officer, Gender and Mine Action Programme, g.huckerby@scbl-gender.ch (+41 22 897 1052)
· Mugiho Takeshita, Programme Assistant, Gender and Mine Action Programme, m.takeshita@scbl-gender.ch (+41 22 897 1052)
