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This report is a joint submission
by the following organisations:

Community Action Center
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1| Introduction

1.1. This report has been prepared by Women's
Center for Legal Aid and Counselling (WCLAQO),
Community Action Center (CAC) - Al-Quds
University, and The Palestinian Center for
Development and Media Freedoms (MADA),
with the Women's International League for Peace
and Freedom (WILPF) to assist the process of
the Universal Periodic Review on Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories in 2017.

1.2. Israel’s previous UPR, published in January
2009, resulted in 424 recommendations by
contributing countries. Very few of those
recommendations have directly highlighted the
gendered impact of Israeli illegal practices on
Palestinian women. Of these recommendations
only 13% were accepted by Israel, none of the
accepted included recommendations specific

to Palestinian rights. From the previous UPR it
is obvious that Israel has made some progress
in transforming legislation to improve human
rights, but judging by fieldwork and research

by Palestinian human rights organisations, little
headway has been made in incorporating this
progress to Palestinians. Palestinian women still
face violence, threats, intimidation, restriction
on movement, and discrimination from Israeli
forces on a daily basis and Israel continue to
impose policies which strictly violate international

humanitarian and human rights law.

1.3. The report addresses human rights violations
inflicted on Palestinian women by the State of
Israel with a focus on the following issues:

® Property destruction, demolition, and the lack
of quality housing.

e Aggression and targeting of civilians (including
night raids; resource restriction in Gaza;
restriction on movement in West Bank).

* Expansion of settlements and settler violence

¢ Forcible transfer of Palestinians from East
Jerusalem, and forcible transfer as a form
of collective punishment (referring to family
reunification law).

e Targeting female human rights defenders.

1.4. The testimonies and reports on housing
demolition, night raid, settler and soldier violence,
and collective punishment perpetrated by

Israeli forces in an intentionally discriminatory
manner are still a daily occurrence in the lives

of Palestinian women. The contributors to this
report demand that Israel takes notice of the calls
from the international community to engage with
civil society institutions to implement processes
which will improve the quality of life and human
rights of Palestinian women for the future, and

to promote peaceful dialogue between Palestine
and Israel.
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1.5. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

1.

Immediate measures must be taken by

all member states to end Israel’s unlawful
prolonged military occupation and end the
suffering of the Palestinian population.
Until then, Israel must:

. Respect its legal obligations as an

occupying power under international human
rights and humanitarian Law (IHL) and

call on Israel to take immediate action to
prevent human rights abuses and violations
against women and girls in the OPT, and to
protect them against such acts.
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. Immediately implement and abide by the

numerous UN Security Council Resolutions
in accordance with their legal obligations
under international law, including Resolution
2234 of December 2016.

. Lift all movement restrictions in the OPT

and take steps to ensure the rights
to health, education and other rights
dependent on freedom of movement
are protected.
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