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Pakistan's Statement on Women, Peage and Security
_at the Security Council
(29 October 2003)

Mr_ President,

1 wish to express my delegation’s appreciation t you for convening this upen
duhale to marlc the third anniversary of the adoptivn of the Securify Cuouncil
resolation 1328 (2000). The resoluuon alevated wumen from being a hapless viutin
of conflict sttuations, 1o an tqnal stakcholder in prevention and resolution of conMicts,
and chabibtation in post unnflict situation. Today's mecting provides us wilh an
opportunity to review the progress and advance ils implementation.

Mr. Presidant,

2. Human nights instruments ~ particuladly the Ueneva Conventions proscribe
torture, violence, rapc and other forms of sexual violence and other ill ueatment of
women during uonflicts, The Kome Statuke of the Lnternational Criminal Court
pronounces these acfs m the context of armed conflict 8z ¢rimes against humarnty.
These injunctions notwithstanding, woruen's suffering n conflict siluation have
porpetusted. Despite growing awareness sf their plight and increaged fucus on thew

protection, winen continue to be the pime victim of calamities— huth natural and
man-made — in conflict situations.

3. The suffering of women in the on-going freedom struggle in Jommu and
Kaghmir i« symbokic of the suffering of women worldwide. The Indian army uses
rape in (his decply conservative ghciely as 8 'weapon 1o punish, intimidate, coerce,
humiliate or degrade. Investigations hy human righte groups iuto allegabions of pang
rape by the Tndian secunty forces show that it waz being routinely used in search-and-
cordon uperations. There is genwally 2 patiem of impunity and non-accountability
when il romes to incidents of rape or violence. Investigations arc more o COVer-up
than «u inquiry. Human rights wganizations restified that in Jammu and Kashmir
since 1992 “rape and ill-treavmznt of women are usually reun ted to have token place
during counicT-iNsuUrgency operations” by Indian forves. Thc Agia Waich and
Phyxicians for Human Rights Jocumented the extensive use of rape by the eccupation
forces designed “to pomish and ‘pumiliate the entire commumty.” Amnesty
Tmemational hae repories that “harassment, gbduciion, rape and deliberalc and
arbitrary kallings perpeirated by pro-indian "renegadcs® in Kashmir” are also carvied
aut “with the support nf the (Indian) security forces.”

4. There are iwmsands of .destifute worren in Kashmir illustrating anothcrt
manifestadon of the conflict. They include women who have been widowed, or
whoae hugbands Lave beep maimed, or have dissppeared, or Are in . arhitrary




detention. We urge the Umited Natjans and non-governmental orgamizations 10
prepare a survcy of the number of such destitutc Kashmiri wornen. The intcraational
community should take eppropriuic IMCASUrcs to provide help and compensation 0
these Kushmin women. We urge Lnmanitarian agencies, specaily the ICRC, to act as
the instrument and avenue for such relief distrioution. Political considcrations should
ol stund in the way of international humanitarian agencies responding to the plisht
of Kashmir women and children suffenne from the long and bloody conflict in thear
homeland

a. Unfortunately, such crimes against women dn 1ot remain limited to sitmtions
of armed conflicts. A pattem of targeted violence ugainst womenl in situations of
communal diswrbance within the national borders has ajso been witnessed ] ast
year's anti Muslim vivlence in the Indian state of Gujrat saw the most ahhuicent
illusiration of crimes against women. The tcport of Human Kights Wawh has
extengively documented thesc cnimee, which incinded gang rape, burning alive and
murder of women. In Afghanistan where the Jestifution of Women was a pervasive
concequence uf two dccades of conflict, violeace aganat women has been uscd as a
tool to Terrorize populatiens, force displacemeat and domoralize 2dversaiies.

Mr, President,

6. By adnpting resolution 1323, the Semmity Council reaffirmed its deep concem
at violence apainst women particularly in armed conflict. It also acknowledged
women's possiblc positive contribution in prevention and resolution of conflicte as
well s in post contlict consolidation and rehabilitation. The need to mamstream 2
gender perspective into peacekeeping hias aleo been affirmed. We thank the Under-
Secretary General Guehenno frw his briebng on DPKO’s efforts to implement
resolutinn 1325 in the UN peacckecping missions. We aiso thunk Ms. Amy Smyth the
Semior Gendcr Adviser © MONUC for sharing with us her cxpenence in
implementation of the resolution. The two presentations have given the Council an
insight into the normative and apecational implementation of) esolution 1325.

7 The bost way 1o pmicui women trom the scourge of armed oonflict is to
prcvent and resolve couflicts. The Security Council, us the organ of the United
Nations recponsible fiy maintcnance of intematinmal peacc and cecurity must
strengthen its capacity to do so. We must also stuess the obaervance and
implcmentation of the principlcs of internatiopal mnanitarian law snd human rghts
in intemational conflivrs. We believe the Coungil must not only ensure prompt and
offective responses i ciisis situations jrrespective of their geographical locations but
alao avoid selectivily in the implementation of its resolutions. We roed preater
international solidariry, responmbility and respect for the UN’s coliestive decisions
and dstermination o implement them. The Charter contains provitions, including n
Chapter VI, whivh can be utihzed for the purpuse of promoting implementation of
Council resolutinins.




8. My delcpation in the open mecting of the Coupcil to discuss women and
armed conflict last ycar. had sugpestcd the following measures for the Counr'”’
consideration, which we believe are <11l valid and spplicahle:

Eirst, adoption nf a declaration that the rargeling of women, &5
the uee of rape 4s an insument of war, will be considered 2
crime”, susceptible to natiopal and intemational punighmens.

Hecomd, initiation of o etudy of recent and ongoing conlict situations
to identify crimcs ouMInad against WOmen, with A vicw to seolting

redress and compensanon for the victims;

Third, cunrent and future TN peacckeeping opezutions be required 10
monitor and regularly report to the Seourity Couucit on the simation of
wonen and girls in their mission areas;

Foyrth, choourage the fullest possible participation of women in peace
processcs a5 well iv post-conflict prace-huilding. including i

reintogration, reconsiruction and rehabikitauon of gocieties in the post-
conflict phase.

Fifth, ask the UN's specislized organs and agencica to evolve ways to
address the spevial necds of women and gitls affected by conflict
including health and psychological cute.

sigth, the Secunty Couneil may involve other UN bodies, as well ae .
representatives of the civil socisly, perhaps using the Ama Formuls, ‘
for a compiehensive digcussion o nomotc such recommpendations and
actions.

1 thunk you, Mr. President.




