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Mr President 

I am honored to address the Security Council on the questions of women, peace and 

security. In doing so, I speak on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum member states with 

Permanent Missions in New York namely, Australia, Federated States of Micronesia, 

Fiji, Nauru, New Zealand Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands 

Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and my own country, Samoa. 

Mr President 

This year marks the fifth anniversary of Security Colmeil resolution 1325 on Women and 

peace and security. It is now a matter of international consensus that the role of women 

is fundamental to the maintenance of international peace and security. At the 2035 

World Summit, our Leaders reaffirmed this understanding. Today, we would like to 

express our fall and continuing support for the implementation of Security Council 

Resolution 1325 which remains the most important and comprehensive framework for 

action at the international level. 

We welcome the report of the Secretary General on women, peace and security. We urge 

the Security Council to continue and intensify its efforts to mainstream women, peace 

and security issues into its work. We wish briefly t a  highlight the most important steps 

that now need to be taken on the basis of the Secretary-General's report. 

First, there i s  a clear need for increased reprssentation of women at all levels of 

decision-making in conflict prevention, management and resolution. We hope to 

see more women appointed to senior positions in peace operations in the fatme, 

and to see Security Council support for such progress; 

Second, the Security Council must act to protect the most vulnerable. Special 

attention must be paid to the specific protection needs of women and girls to 

prevent gender based violence, particularly rape and other forms of sexual abuse, 

in situations of armed conflict. 




