1325 on Trial - Recommendations

The Women’s National Commission (WNC) is the official independent advisory body giving views
of women to the UK government. The WNC has more than 300 member organisations drawn from
women’s professional associations, voluntary bodies, political parties, trade unions and religious
groups all over the country.

As in previous years the WNC organized a side event at CSW, which this year was intended to have
a more creative format. The event /325 on Trial took place on Wednesday 3 March in the Dag
Hammarskjold Auditorium, in the format of a tribunal looking at the implementation of 1325 and
the role that men have played in its implementation. Participating, was a judge, Isha Dyfan (Sierra
Leone), two counsels, Ambassador Hattie Babbitt (USA) and Senator Mobina Jaffer (Canada) and
six witnesses giving testimonies from women at the frontline, Lily Thapa (Nepal), Kerstin Grebick
(Sweden), Patricia Guerrero (Colombia), Zainab Al-Sawaij (Iraq), and Sanam Anderlini (Iran) and
Noeleen Heyzer (Malaysia).

The aim was to provide an alternative forum where best practice could be shared, voices from
women the world over could be heard and a vote by all participants taken, to demonstrate the
consensus on whether 1325 has been implemented. It was anticipated that a brief report would be
produced including a summary of comments and recommendations made by key members of the
tribunal to be published on the WNC website and presented at follow-up events.

Almost 200 women and men attended the event with all regions of the world represented.
Organizations covering the widest diversity of the world’s NGO and representations from UN
agencies participated. The vote was almost unanimous with only 2 considering that 1325 had been
implemented.

The sentencing by the “judge” — Isha Dyfan, International Women’s Tribune Center — drawing on
the evidence presented to the court, comprised the following recommendations.

L. It must be understood that 1325 is directed at all member states of the UN, civil society and
other stakeholders. There should be equal participation of women in all peace processes.

2. Accountability should be incorporated into all 1325 processes, with civil society and NGOs
called on to play a monitoring role. Member states should respond to all 18 points of 1325.

3. The role of men and boys is essential to this work and are called upon to show leadership
and take on implementation of 1325,

4. More information and awareness arising on 1325 is vital with good practices widely
disseminated, such as those of UK, Canada and Sweden. Lobbying should continue at CSW with
NGOs creating a platform to come together to develop an agenda for 1325.

/
5. If resolution 1325 is to be implemented in a serious way, the Organization can no Ion/ger
deal with gendér issues in an ad hoc and uncoordinated manner by various UN players; DPA and
DPKO need to systematicafly collaborate with UNIFEM, Division for the Advancement of Women,
Office of the Special Advisor on Gender Issues, and other agencies/programmes to pursue an







