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Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary-General
Excellencies, Distinguished Members of the Council

I 'am honoured today to have the opportunity o speak on this historic occasion
when for the first time the Council has decided to devote an entire Open Discussion to the
topic “Women, peace and security.”

It has only been fairly recently that the experience of women and girls in armed
conflict has been discussed, and then discussion has usually concentrated on their role as
victims. Today’s debate will show that we have come a long way in a relatively short
time. Your country’s strong leadership, Mr. President, in holding the landmark May
meeting which marked this year’s tenth Amniversary of the United Nations Transitional
Assistance Group, which resulted in the historic Windhoek Declaration and Namibian
Plan of Action on Mainstreaming a Gender Perspective in Multidimensional Peace
Support Operations, has won universal admiration among those fi ghting for women’s
rights to participate in all aspects of the peace process. This, together with your
distinguished chairing of the General Assembly’s twenty-third special session, Women
2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace which immediately followed in June,
constitute important steps along the way to considering the United Nations’ peace
operations from the point of view of both women and men.

Other important developments have led to today’s meeting: the Council’s decision
to take a thematic approach to its work, the recognition which the Council gave on
International Women’s Day, 8 March, to women as actors in the peace process, the
discussion on the situation of women in Afghanistan in April and the Council’s resolution
1314 of 11 August among others.




The timeliness of this discussion is also significant. The Secretary-General has
just returned from an area where he undoubtedly had an opportunity to see at first hand
the devastating effects of conflict on women and men, and the role they should play to
bring about peace and rebuild societies in that arena. The discussion also coincides with
the consideration of the Brahimi Panel’s report on Peace Support Operations and the
implementation of that report.

There are three broad areas to be considered in the context of today’s discussion.
How armed conflict affects women; how women actually respond to conflict, the peace
process and post-conflict reconstruction; and how we can plan strategically for a future

where women are equal partners with men in enhancing our effectiveness in peace
operations.

Today, I would like to concentrate on the two latter points drawing on my
experience as Chief of Mission in South Africa.

What do women actually do in conflict situations and how do they respond?

The Secretary-General has repeatedly emphasized the changing nature of war. He
has noted that modem warfare is increasingly conducted within, rather than between
States, and the Security Council is now called on to deal with such conflicts. He has
stressed that more and more non-State actors are proponents in armed conflict, and even
children have become involved. The proliferation of small arms and the ease with which
they can be acquired, clearly shown in the DDA/DPI video documentary “Armed to the
Teeth”, has also added a new dimension.

The socio-economic fabric of a country has now to be the major focus of
attention. Societal dynamics thus become a key guide to finding entry points into
resolving disputes. Groups within each society and especially women’s groups, non-
governmental, religious or other groups have a major role to piay, and whether these
groups were formed before the conflict or organized during it, is unimportant. What is
important, is that these groups must be part of all the stages of the peace negotiations, in

planning for the future, in rebuilding and in crafting preventive strategies to avoid future
conflict.

Often those of us who have seen the value of women’s participation in peace
operations at first hand are challenged by the sceptics to present empirical rather than
anecdotal findings. In this connection, I am also pleased to report on the results of a joint
three-year effort between the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, my office and the
Division for the Advancement of Women and with the generous funding of several
Member States, Mainstreaming a Gender Perspective in Multidimensional Peace
Operations, which has just been finalized.

The study looks at five peace operations (Bosnia Herzegovina (UNMIBH),
Cambodia (UNTAC), El Salvador (ONUSAL), Namibia (UNTAG) and South Africa
(UNOMSA). It answers the sceptics by: giving objective and empirical findings on what
women staff do in missions, whether and how they influence the outcomes and how their







