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Members of the Security Council,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Delegates and Friends,

Let me begin by expressing my hearty commendation to the Secretary-General for his personal
participation in this debate and for his important statement. We are proud of him and fully
support his leadership in this and other worthy endeavours. His Special Advisor on Gender Issues
and the Advancement of Women, Ms. Angela King, has made a constructive contribution in this
meeting and I thank her for her outstanding work.

The preparations for this meeting would not have been successful without the cooperation and
advice of the United Nations Fund for Women (UNIFEM). I thank Ms. Noeleen Heyser, Executive
Director of UNIFEM, for her dedication.

The continuing efforts being made by UNIFEM to peace activities of women at the grassroots level
are greatly appreciated by all. My thanks also go to all the Agencies for their contributions and
support.

Fifty-five years ago today, the Charter of the United Nations came into being. Yet, it has taken the
international community many decades to recognize that women are among the principal victims
of war, conflict and insecurity. They must thus be treated as indispensable partners in the
maintenance of international peace and security.

Today's meeting constitutes, therefore, a new and significant beginning for the Security Council.
That is, the Council should conscientiously make use of contributions women can make in dealing
with the issues of preventive diplomacy, conflict prevention, protection of women and girls in
armed conflict, peacemaking, peacekeeping and support operations. The images we all saw on
the video at the beginning of this meeting tell the full story and its implications. '

No one can deny the fact that women shoulder the heavy burden of sustaining embattled
societies, while at the same time attending to traumas, miseries and violence during armed
conflicts. Regrettably, peace negotiations are habitually male dominated. The result being

underutilizing capabilities of women in conflict prevention, resolution and settlement and willfully
ignoring their concerns.

Armed conflict affects women in special ways. Women are demonstrating this time and again but
apparently to no avail. They are among the first civilians to become refugees or internally
displaced persons; They are the ones nonetheless who are expected to look after children left in a
state of despair and suffering. Women assume the responsibility of picking up the pieces, bringing
together family life and promoting social harmony in the aftermath of war. However, there are no
special measures aimed at assisting them during and after armed conflict. The impact of warfare
and death on children requires purposeful attention and, no less, related negative effects on
women. In particular, as we are reviewing UN peace operations, we need to have better
understanding of the impact of conflict on women and girls in order to ensure adequate provision
for their safety and protection.

As regards to children, the Security Council Resolution S/RES/1261 (1999) adopted on 25 August
1999, among other things, “urges States and all relevant parts of the United Nations
system to intensify their efforts to ensure an end to the recruitment and use of
children in armed conflict in violation of international law through political and other
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