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Mo, Presudent,

1 wash to congr alulﬂc you on your initiative {o convene a mcumg, of the %tuuly C ounu!
on sugh an unpn: farnt subject, “Women and Peace and Sec uuty Yowr Government and
country are well known for providing eadershipy and example in promoting an active 'md
visible policy of muinstreaming a gender perspective into all policics and programmes.

Please allow mie to congratulatc my colleaguc, Ambassador Martin Andjaba, on the
splendid mmmicr in which he has sleered the work of the Council since assuming, its
presidency at the beginning of this month. :

My, President,

Taday's subject matter Jies at the very centre of owr endcavours to prmnolc the culture o)
pueace in bumat socicty. Rather than being treated as an 1gcnda item to be ticked ofT tlw
Couneil’s work progranyme at the end of this mceting, this issue must bc pursued on a
continuing basis, and cim be ighored only at ous peril, ‘

Whon war breaks out, invariably we ali pay a cost as individuals, as families and socicty,
and as nations and members of the intarnational community. Every occurrence of af
amed conflict s a scrious indictment on humanity, War is, in fact, a dehumanizing,
experience. To the extent that armed conflict is @ challenge to all of bumamty, everything,
to do with peace and sccurity becomes the responsibility of all of us. : ‘

Today’s specific reference to “women and peace and scourity”™ reflects our
ackuowledgement of the perticular valnerabilitics of women in conflict situations. 1t also
reflects our a;‘knowl*dgwmcnt of current incqualities in decision-making and power
shractures and, }mp ily, owr sincere endeavour to address that untenable ox)«hl)on
]
That women have everything 1o Jose and an unbearable cost to pay in the wake of atmcd
confliet establishes an undisputed mandate and role for them in all mattars of peace andl
mu rity. Unfortanately, and as corrcctly obscrved in the Windhock Dxectlaration of ?!
Viay 2000, (1hc lﬂ“ Avniversary of tise Umitcd Nations Transitional Assistance Group
VUNTAG)Y, Women have boen denicd their full role in these cfforts, bmh
u'mrmal‘y dud mtcx ndhona]ly, and the gender dimension b peace ])mﬂcw:: has not beeh
adequatcly addressed.™

Mr President,

Virtually, cvery war episode is accompanied by chronicles of horrendous assaulis on the
dipnity and humanily of women. Dastardly as it is, the victimization of women-folk has
cven been employed as a tool for the popetration of war, i some cases The
humanitarian fallout of armed conflict has almosi always been dmp:opmtwnaul\'
bundensome o women as 1efugees or displaced persons, or as {raumatized houschold
heads with nothing but debris for a new beginning. Nobody can undcmand let aloric
address this fallout betfer than women \hunsclvcs







