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The ethnic cleavage 
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The linguistic cleavage 
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The economic cleavage  
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Monthly salaries in 2008 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ukrainian_salary_map.png 



Political cleavages and historical legacies 
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The political cleavage (2010) 
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Source: KIIS February 2014 
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Ukraine’s governance in comparative perspective 

Source: Nations in Transit 2013 
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Source: Razumkov Centre Public Opinion Survey (January 2013) 
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From ethnic diversity to ethnic conflict 
1.  Ethnic diversity 

a.  Large + regionally concentrated Russian minority 
b.  Low cultural distance 

2.  Ethnic identity 
a.  Different schooling traditions (national in West vs. 

Russian/Soviet in East) 
3.  Ethno-linguistically based political conflict 

a.  Regional/ethnic political cleavages 
b.  Ukrainian nationalists in West vs. Russian nationalists 

in East 
4.  Extreme ethno-constitutional crisis 

a.  Regional autonomy + federalization demands  
b.  Independence demands 

5.  Violent ethno-constitutional crisis 
a.  Armed ethnic groups + occupation of gov’t offices 
b.  Logic of retaliation and escalation 
c.  Manipulation by radicals/outsiders 
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Prospects for reforms 
n  Grounds for pessimism 

¨ Absence of legitimate authority in East 
¨ Ethnic & regional mobilization + radicalization  
¨ Resilience of oligarchs 
¨ Dire economic prospects 
¨ Unclear institutional fixes 
¨ Western passivity vs. Russian unpredictability 

n  Grounds for optimism 
¨ Beneficial side effects of crisis 

n  Unifying effects of Russian threat? 
n  Opportunity for security sector reforms 

¨ European integration incentives 
¨ Civil society? 24 



The political cleavage (2004) 
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Source: Razumkov Centre Public Opinion Survey (December 2013) 
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The political cleavage (2012) 

28 


