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e YOUR EXCELLENCY, MR. BAN KI-MOON, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE
UNITED NATIONS;

o YOUR EXCELLENCIES, HEADS OF STATES AND GOVERNMENTS;
s DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES.

| WISH TO BEGIN BY THANKING THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR CONVENING THIS
IMPORTANT SESSION MARKING THE 70THANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONGRATULATE HIS EXCELLENCY MR. MOR-
GENS LYKKETOFT, FOR ASSUMING THE PRESIDENCY OF THE HIGH LEVEL SEGMENT
OF THE SESSION. COMING FROM THE GREAT COUNTRY OF DENMARK, | AM CONFI-
DENT THAT HE WILL PRESIDE OVER THE SESSION WITH GREAT SUCCESS.

I ALSO WISH TO PAY TRIBUTE TO HIS EXCELLENCY MR. SAM KUTESA OF THE REPUBLIC
OF UGANDA FOR SUCCESSFULLY PRESIDING OVER THE LAST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SESSION.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES,
I WISH TO EXPRESS MY PROFOUND GRATITUDE FOR THE

OPPORTUNITY TO DELIVER MY INAUGURAL ADDRESS TO THE ASSEMBLY OF WORLD
LEADERS.



AS IT WILL BE RECALLED, MY COUNTRY WAS AT A CROSSROADS, FOLLOWING THE
DEMISE OF THE 5TH REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT, HIS EXCELLENCY MR. MICHAEL CHILU-
FYA SATA (MHSRIP) ON 28™ OCTOBER 2014. | WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE RE-
'PUBLIC OF ZAMBIA IN THE SUBSEQUENT ELECTION THAT TOOK PLACE ON JANUARY
20, 2015.BUILDING ON OUR IMPECCABLE RECORD IN THE AREA OF DEMOCRACY
AND GOOD GOVERNANCE, THE ELECTION WAS CHARACTERIZED AS TRANSPAR-
ENT, PEACEFUL, FREE AND FAIR, REFLECTING OF OUR COMMITMENT TO INTERNA-
" TIONALLY ACCEPTED NORMS OF PEACEFUL CHANGES OF GOVERNMENT AND
POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN THE DESTINY OF THE COUNTRY.

| THEREFORE THANK THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA FOR BEING TRUE CHAMPIONS OF DE-
MOCRACY.AS WE MEET TODAY, | EQUALLY FEEL DUTY BOUND TO THANK THE INTER-
. NATIONAL COMMUNITY FOR THEIR UNFLINCHING SOLIDARITY DURING THAT CHAL-
" LENGING MOMENT OF THE PAST YEAR. '

THIS YEAR IS IMPORTANT FOR THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AS WE
COMMEMORATE THE ORGANIZATION'S 70 YEARS OF EXISTENCE.

IN OUR DELIBERATIONS, THEREFORE, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE TAKE STOCK OF COL-
LECTIVE SUCCESSES AS WELL AS CHALLENGES OF THE LAST SEVEN (7} DECADES, IN
ORDER TO IMPROVE THE PERFORMANCE OF THIS NOBLE ORGANIZATION.

| AM OPTIMISTIC THAT THE 70™ GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION WILL SET THE TONE FOR

THE FUTURE AND MEET THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AS
A WHOLE.

ZAMBIA IS PROUD TO BE PART OF THE GLOBAL ENDEAVOUR TO FOSTER THE MAN-
DATE OF THE UNITED NATIONS OF PROMOTING PEACE AND SECURITY, RESPECT FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS AND ADVANCING DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL.



ZAMBIA IS, HOWEVER, CONCERNED THAT THE GEARS TO ADVANCE THE THREE PIL-
LARS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER ARE MOVING AT A VERY SLOW PACE, A
PACE WITH THE POTENTIAL OF NEGATING THE GAINS WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO FAR.
IT IS THEREFORE, IMPORTANT THAT WE ENHANCE OUR CONCERTED EFFORTS TO AD-
DRESS AREAS OF CONCERN IN THE AREAS CHARTER.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES,

WE HAVE JUST ADOPTED THE WORLD'S QUINTESSENTIAL _
DEVELOPMENT BLUEPRINT OF THE 2030 AGENDA, CENTRED ON HUMANITY, ENVI-
RONMENT AND PEACEFUL SOCIETIES. THESE CORE ELEMENTS WILL GUIDE ITS IMPLE-
MENTATION AND SUPPORTED BY THE PRINCIPLE OF “LEAVING NO ONE

BEHIND." |

| HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED BY THE FOCUS ON DEVELOPMENT THAT HAS CHARAC-
TERIZED THE GLOBAL DISCOURSE OVER THE PAST YEARS, THROUGH THE EVOLUTION
OF THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

THE DEVELOPMENT LESSONS OF THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT AGENDA AND THE
CUMULATIVE EXPERIENCE OF 70 YEARS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD SERVE AS
A SPRINGBOARD ON WHICH TO SPUR OUR AMBITIONS.

LET US THEREFORE ENSURE THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION AND ATTAINMENT OF
THE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDG). | AM CONFIDENT THAT THE INVALUABLE
LESSONS LEARNT WILL SET US ON A TRAJECTORY THAT MUST INVARIABLY LEAD TO A
SAFER, INCLUSIVE, CLEANER AND MORE PROSPEROUS WORLD.



YOUR EXCELLENCIES, .

IN THE LAST 70 YEARS OF THE UN'S EXISTENCE, THE INEQUALITY GAP AMONG AND
BETWEEN NATIONS CONTINUE TO WIDEN, AS POVERTY AND YOUTH UNEMPLOY-
MENT THREATEN PROSPECTS FOR PEACE AND SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT.

MY GOVERNMENT LOOKS FORWARD TO THE VERSATILE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, WHICH FOSTERS POVERTY

ERADICATION AND CREATES EMPLOYMENT FOR YOUTHS AND WOMEN ESPECIALLY
IN RURAL COMMUNITIES.

IN 70 YEARS OF THE UNITED NATIONS THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY IS TODAY MORE
UNITED THAN EVER BEFORE IN ITS QUEST TO PUSH BOUNDARIES FOR PEACE AND
SECURITY, YET IT IS EQUALLY IF NOT MORE DIVIDED ON WHO MAKES DECISIONS ON
GLOBAL PEACE AND SECURITY!

70 YEARS OF THE UNITED NATIONS HAS SEEN MORE CONFLICTS IN AFRICA, THAN
ANY OTHER CONTINENT, YET THE SAME 70 YEARS CHARACTERIZES AFRICA'S ABSO-
LUTE EXCLUSION FROM DECISION-MAKING IN THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL WHERE A
SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE AGENDA CONCERNS THE CONTINENT.

IN THE 70 YEARS OF THE UNITED NATIONS' EXISTENCE, AFRICA REMAINS THE ONLY
CONTINENT NOT REPRESENTED IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL.

GOAL 10, OF THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ON REDUCING
INEQUALITY AMONG COUNTRIES WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT ERADICATING
THE INEQUALITY AMONG COUNTRIES IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL,



THE UNITED NATIONS MUST RE-DOUBLE ITS EFFORTS AT IMPLEMENTING SECURITY
COUNCIL REFORMS, AND ENSURE THAT AFRICA TAKES ITS RIGHTFUL POSITION
AMONG THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS AND CONTRIBUTES EQUITABLY AND
EFFECTIVELY TO GLOBAL PEACE AND SECURITY. |

FOR THIS REASON, ZAMBIA HAS CONTINUED TO OFFER ITS RESOURCES FOR PEACE-
KEEPING, INCLUDING THE DEPLOYMENT OF A LARGE CONTINGENT OF TROOPS IN
THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, EARLIER THIS YEAR.

ZAMBIA COMES WITH A LONG HISTORY OF INVOLVEMENT IN CONFLICT PREVEN-
TION, PEACE KEEPING AND PEACE-BUILING.

AS A LANDLOCKED COUNIRY, GAINING INDEPENDENCE WAS INCOMPLETE AS
LONG AS ZAMBIA REMAINED SURROUNDED BY NATIONS STILL FIGHTING LIBERATION
STRUGGLES.

THIS GAVE IMPETUS TO OUR MORAL CONVICTION TO JOIN IN THE LIBERATION
STRUGGLES IN AFRICA. SINCE THEN ZAMBIA HAS CONTINUED TO PARTICIPATE IN
PEACE-BUILDING INITIATIVES AND HAS SUPPORTED PEACE KEEPING EFFORTS ALL
AROUND THE WORLD.

WE CONTINUE TO SHARE THE GLOBAL CONCERNS AT THE UNRELENTING THREAT OF
TERRORISM AS IT IS MOSTLY AFFECTING THE SAFETY OF NON-COMBATANT CIVILIAN
POPULATIONS.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES,
| HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED BY THE FOCUS ON DEVELOPMENT THAT HAS CHARAC-
TERIZED THE GLOBAL DISCOURSE OVER THE PAST YEAR, NOTABLY THROUGH THE

DISCUSSIONS ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND 2030 AGENDA FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.



ZAMBIA HAS BEEN A BENEFICIARY OF VARIOUS INITIATIVES AIMED AT FACILITATING
THE ATTAINMENT OF THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS, WHICH AROSE FROM
THE COLLECTIVE RESOLVE OF THE GENERATION OF WORLD LEADERS AT THE TURN
OF THE MILLENNIUM. '

INDEED, MOST OF OUR COUNTRIES HAVE CONTINUED TO FACE SER‘OUS CHAL-
LENGES IN THE QUEST TO FOSTER DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE
OF OUR PEOPLE. THE CHALLENGES ARE NUMEROUS INCLUDING ENERGY SHORT-
AGES AND THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

THE TWO ARE INEXTRICABLY INSEPARABLE ON THE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA FOR
COUNTRIES LIKE ZAMBIA THAT RELY HEAVILY ON HYDRO-POWER GENERATION.

THE CHANGING RAINFALL PATTERN HAS ADVERSELY AFFECTED POWER GENERA-
TION CAPACITIES IN MOST OF OUR COUNTRIES.

THIS YEAR, ZAMBIA IS EXPERIENCING AN UNPRECEDENTED ENERGY CRISIS THAT HAS
ALREADY COST THE NATION DEARLY IN TERMS OF PRODUCTIVITY, JOBS, AND REV-
ENUE. |

BEYOND THE ECONOMIC LIMITATIONS, THE SOCIAL RAMIFICATIONS ARE EQUALLY
DEVASTATING TO THE COUNTRY. IT IS THEREFORE IMPORTANT THAT MUCH EFFORT IS
EXERTED ON MITIGATION STRATEGIES TO CLIMATE CHANGE.

FURTHERMORE, DEVELOPING COUNIRIES ARE STILL GRAPPLING WITH SEVERAL
CHALLENGES SUCH AS:

POVERTY;
HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT, PARTICULARLY AMONGST THE YOUTH;
SKEWED INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT;

LOW INTRA-REGIONAL TRADE;



INADEQUATE INFRASTRUCTURE;
LOW PRODUCTIVITY IN AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK;
POOR QUALITY HEALTH SERVICES; AND,

CHALLENGES OF ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION.

AS WE MOVE FORWARD, IT ISIMPORTANT FOR US TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE REALITIES
AND IMPERATIVES OF THE WORLD TODAY AND RENEW OUR COMMON RESOLVE
TO SUSTAIN THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF OUR ORGANISATION.

WE SHOULD RE-DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS AT HARNESSING OUR INDIVIDUAL STRENGTHS
TO COLLECTIVELY ADDRESS THE RATHER COMPLEX CHALLENGES THAT CONFRONT
US IN OUR INCREASINGLY GLOBALISED AND INTERDEPENDENT WORLD.

GIVEN THE DEMOGRAPHIC NATURE OF OUR COMMUNITIES, POVERTY REMAINS A
REAL CONCERN, PARTICULARLY IN RURAL AREAS.

‘IN ZAMBIA, 70% OF THE PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS DEPEND ON AGRICULTURE FOR
THEIR LIVELIHOOD. AGRICULTURE IS ONE OF MY GOVERNMENT'S PRIORITY AREAS
IN THE COUNTY'S  EFFORTS TO DIVERSIFY THE ECONOMY AWAY FROM MINING.

THE GOVERNMENT IS MAKING INTERVENTIONS AIMED AT IMPROVING ‘CAPACITIES‘
AND VALUE ADDITION FOR BOTH THE SUBSISTENCE AND COMMERCIAL FARMERS.

OUR INTER\/ENTIONS, NOTABLY, THE FARMER INPUT SUPPORT PROGRAMME (FISP),
THE IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT PROJECT (IDSP}, AND OTHER CREDIT
SCHEMES NEED ADDITIONAL SUPPORT IN ORDER TO EXPLOIT THE FULL POTENTIAL
OF THIS GIANT INDUSTRY. ‘



WE ALSO SEEK TO STRENGTHEN PARTNERSHIPS TO ENABLE THE IMPROVEMENT OF
SERVICES IN SUCH AREAS AS PROVISION OF EXTENSION SERVICES, IMPROVING AC-
CESS TO MARKET INFORMATION AND THE FACILITATION FOR PHYSICAL TRANSFER
OF PRODUCE TO THE MARKETS. |

KEY ON ZAMBIA'S DEVELOPMENT AGENDA IS INDUSTRIALIZATION.

IN THIS REGARD, MY GOVERNMENT HAS DEVISED MEASURES TO ENCOURAGE AND
SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRIATE INDUSTRIES, MAINLY IN VALUE ADDI-
TION, IN ORDER TO SPUR STRUCTURAL ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION AND IN-
CREASE PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION.

THE PRIMARY FOCUS HAS BEEN ON AREAS THAT HAVE MORE BACKWARD AND FOR-
WARD LINKAGES TO CATAPULT THE.ZAMBIAN ECONOMY TO HIGHER LEVELS OF
GROWTH LEVERAGING ON REGIONAL VALUE CHAINS TO:

EXPAND TRADE;
ATTRACT FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT;
CREATE EMPLOYMENT;

REDUCE POVERTY;

PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, AND THEREBY EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES,

FINANCING IS ONE OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES FACING DEVELOPING COUN-
TRIES. WE NEED EXTERNAL RESOURCES TO BRIDGE THE GAP REQUIRED TO FINANCE
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

IT IS IN THIS LIGHT THAT THE UN CONFERENCE ON FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT
WAS HELD IN ADDIS ABABA IN JULY THIS YEAR, TO DEVELOP STRATEGIES FOR Fl-
NANCING DEVELOPMENT.

(o]



THE CONFERENCE RECOMMENDED SEVERAL MEASURES MEANT TO BRIDGE THE FI-
NANCING GAP INCLUDING THE NEED FOR EXPLOITATION OF NEW SOURCES OF FI-
NANCE AND IMPROVING THE TAX ADMINISTRATION SYSTEMS, WHICH WOULD BE
SUPPLEMENTED BY INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT.

WE KNOW THAT PUTTING IN PLACE APPROPRIATE INFRASTRUCTURE IS VERY IM-
PORTANT IN OUR QUEST TO EXPAND INTRA-AFRICA TRADE AND BOLSTERING OUR

PRODUCTIVE CAPACITIES AND ENHANCING AFRICA’S COMPETITIVENESS ON THE
GLOBAL MARKET.

IN THIS REGARD, WE MUST QUICKLY IDENTIFY SOURCES TO RAISETHE US$100 BILLION
AFRICA NEEDS ANNUALLY TO FINANCE ITS INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT.

IT IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT, FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE LANDLOCKED DEVELOP-
ING COUNTRIES (LLDCS), TO REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE DECISIONS OF THE VI-
ENNA PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF 2014.

 IN KEEPING WITH THIS COMMITMENT, ZAMBIA WAS PRIVILEGED TO HOST THE MEET-
ING OF THE LLDC COUNTRIES IN LIVINGSTONE IN JUNE THIS YEAR, AND FROM
WHICH AN OUTCOME DOCUMENT, “THE CALL FROM LIVINGSTONE,” WAS DEVEL-
OPED. | WAS HONOURED TO OFFICIATE AT THIS CONFERENCE.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES,
SPECIAL ATTENTION SHOULD BE PAID TO GENDER AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT.

THE 2013 GLOBAL REVIEW REPORT INDICATES THAT 35% OF WOMEN HAD BEEN VIC-
TIMS OF GENDER BASED VIOLENCE. ‘

INDEED, ZAMBIA ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THIS PROBLEM EXTENDS TO MOST NATIONS
INCLUDING OUR OWN. TO THIS END, WE ARE ALREADY IMPLEMENTING IMPORTANT
INTERVENTIONS TO CURB THIS SCOURGE.

OUR APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT WILL NOT BE LIMITED TO THE ECONOMY BUT
CONTINUE TO FOCUS ON ALL PILLARS OF DEVELOPMENT.



I AM HUMBLED THAT OUR TRADITIONAL LEADERS, THE UN SYSTEM, AND THE CIVIL
SOCIETY HAVE SEAMLESSLY WORKED WITH GOVERNMENT IN FIGHTING FOR GEN-
DER EQUALITY FOR OUR WOMEN AND GIRLS.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES,

ONE OF THE IMPORTANT PROGRAMS IN WHICH | HAVE BEEN ENGAGED AS A DES-
IGNATED CHAMPION OF THE "HEFORSHE CAMPAIGN" SEEKS TO ADDRESS ISSUES
OF GENDER BASED VIOLENCE.

THE “HE-FOR-SHE” PROJECT WAS INITIATED BY UN WOMEN IN SEPTEMBER LAST YEAR
TO FOCUS ON ADDRESSING THE INCIDENCES OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

IN'A FEW DAYS' TIME MY GOVERNMENT WILL AGAIN BE LAUNCHING THE USAID-
SUPPORTED “BOYS-TO-MEN” PROJECT TARGETING THE 15-21 YEAR OLD AGE

GROUP AND AIMED AT ENCOURAGING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NON-VIOLENT
GENERATION. ’

IN OUR DETERMINATION TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN THE SEXES, A VIGOROUS
CAMPAIGN IS UNDERWAY TO CONSOLIDATE THE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
OF THE GIRL- CHILD BY ENCOURAGING THEM TO COMPLETE THEIR EDUCATION
AND TO UNLOCK THEIR DEVELOPMENTAL POTENTIAL, RATHER THAN BEING
FORCED INTO CHILD, EARLY OR FORCED MARRIAGE.

YOUR EXCELLENCES,
THE SITUATION OF THE YOUTH REMAINS A DAUNTING ONE.

UNEMPLOYMENT IS ONE OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES FACING OUR YOUTH.
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TO ADDRESS THE SITUATION, MY GOVERNMENT RECENTLY LAUNCHED THE NA-
TIONAL YOUTH POLICY WHICH LAYS THE FOUNDATION FOR ALL INTERVENTIONS TO
SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF A VIBRANT AND PRODUCTIVE GENERATION.

WE ARE AIMING AT CREATING 500,000 JOBS OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. THIS EF-
FORT WILL DWELL HEAVILY ON THE FACILITATION FOR A PRIVATE SECTOR-LED JOB
MARKET. '

WE ARE ALSO MAKING EFFORTS TO ADDRESS PARTICULAR SOCIAL DISAD-
VANTAGES OF THE MOST MARGINALIZED MEMBERS OF SOCIETY INCLUDING THE
DISABLED. WE WANT TO ENSURE THAT THEY REALIZE THEIR POTENTIAL AND OFFER
SERVICE TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS.

YOUR EXCELLENCES,

THE CHALLENGES ARE MANY BUT THEY ARE NOT INSURMOUNTABLE. THE UN HAS
BEEN A KEY ALLY IN ADDRESSING SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS, AND INDEED THE
STORY OF ZAMBIA IS TO A LARGE EXTENT, THE STORY OF THE UN.

| AM CONFIDENT, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, THAT THROUGH OUR CONCERTED AND
COLLECTIVE EFFORTS, DETERMINATION AND HARD WORK, COUPLED WITH ABLE
AND VISIONARY LEADERSHIP, WE SHALL OVERCOME.

| LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU TO ENSURE THAT OUR SHARED SOLU-
TIONS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD AND IMPLEMENTED WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF THIS OR-
GANIZATION. |

| THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION.



