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CALL FOR PAPERS - Gender & Development: Migration

The March 2011 issue of the international journal Gender & Development, (published for Oxfam GB by Routledge/Taylor and Francis) will focus on Migration. 

The decision to leave home is not taken lightly. It is both frequent and normal for millions of women and men, worldwide, to travel away from their homes and families to seek peace, security, or the means to make a living. 

Increasingly, development researchers and workers are asking for guidance on how to plan and implement work to support migrants, their families and dependents - at home, and in their new locations. This necessitates a shift in the traditional development focus on the needs of a community in a particular place, to supporting the human networks which shift between rural to urban locations, between countries, and back again.

Every journey and every migrant is different. For some, migration is a one-off, forced migratory journey undertaken in extremis to a refugee camp or squatter settlement in a foreign country. For others, it is a difficult journey taken by a whole family to a new life in a place offering the promise of a better life. Both 'chosen' and 'forced' migration will be focused on in this collection of articles.

Increasingly, economic, environmental and food crises are obliging fathers or mothers to say goodbye to their children in order to ensure a future for them. Some migrants return regularly to their original home, while others say goodbye forever. Migration is an act of heroism, risking security and all that is familiar for the promise of a better future. It is also a time of challenges and opportunities for those who stay behind, and changes in gender relations come about because of this.

This Migration issue of the international journal Gender & Development invites articles from development practitioners working from a gender perspective:

· Analysing and researching the experiences of migrants and their loved ones;

· Understanding rural to urban links in livelihoods

· Supporting and advocating for the rights of women and men who have undergone forced migration

· Tracking how change occurs in gender relations as a result of migration.

Gender & Development publishes articles which share insights from research and from practical development work. If you have practical experience to share of working on, or researching migration from a gender and development perspective, we'd like to publish an article from you. We envisage focusing on questions including:

· What do migration, and ideas of 'home', mean to the women and men who travel far from their home and loved ones?  Grounded case studies of specific experiences of rural to urban migration, and development in both 'sending' and 'receiving' locations.

· What conditions do women - and men - migrants face, how is their experience related to gender, race and class, and how can they overcome challenges to ensure the experience actually benefits them?  How can humanitarian and/or development NGOs facilitate and support them to do this?

· What case studies exist of innovative development or humanitarian projects which have supported migrants, or refugees, and focused on the gender perspectives to be drawn from these experiences?

· How can development workers and researchers work with mobile populations of migrants, whose livelihoods span several different locations, in ways which improve their resilience to economic crisis, while supporting gender equality and women's rights? 

· What are the challenges for political activism and community development of working with migrant populations - again, from a gender perspective? Case studies with lessons.

If you would like to share your experience of working on any of the above, or have other ideas about articles we should commission, please send a paragraph outlining your proposed idea to gadeditor@oxfam.org.uk, as soon as possible, and before the commissioning deadline: 14 June  2010. If we are able to offer space for your contribution, we will write to you by 20 June to say so.

Commissioned articles will need to be completed for a deadline of 15 September 2010. 

G&D particularly welcomes contributions from first-time writers and we will provide the necessary support for you to share your development experience and expertise through the journal. 

G&D provides a forum for development policymakers, practitioners and researchers, and feminist activists to share insights, analyses and concepts that promote and support dignified, decent and sustainable development, founded on equality between women and men.  We aim to meet the needs of development policymakers and practitioners for information which enables them to 'do gender' in their work. Published by Routledge/Taylor and Francis for Oxfam GB, the journal has become essential reading for all concerned with gender-fair development. We are currently read in over 90 countries.

Please note G&D has an editorial policy of publishing in clear, jargon-free English, in order to be of use to the widest possible readership. Practitioners and activists, as well as researchers, are invited to write for us, and editorial support is available for all writers who would like it.

For more information about the journal including full guidelines for contributors, please visit www.genderanddevelopment.org
Please feel free to get in touch if you have any questions.

Thank you, and best wishes,

Dr Caroline Sweetman, Editor, Gender and Development, Oxfam GB

