
  
 
GENDER MAINSTREAMING MANDATES: 
ELECTORAL PROCESSES  

Beijing Platform for Action (1995) 

181. & Women's equal participation in decision-making is not only a demand for simple justice or democracy 
but can also be seen as a necessary condition for women's interests to be taken into account. Without the active 
participation of women and the incorporation of women's perspective at all levels of decision-making, the goals 
of equality, development and peace cannot be achieved. 

182. &Women in politics and decision-making positions in Governments and legislative bodies contribute to 
redefining political priorities, placing new items on the political agenda that reflect and address women's 
gender-specific concerns, values and experiences, and providing new perspectives on mainstream political 
issues. 

190. By Governments: 
(b) Take measures, including, where appropriate, in electoral systems that encourage political parties to 
integrate women in elective and non-elective public positions in the same proportion and at the same levels as 
men; 

(d) Review the differential impact of electoral systems on the political representation of women in elected 
bodies and consider, where appropriate, the adjustment or reform of those systems 

191. (b) Consider developing initiatives that allow women to participate fully in all internal policy-making 
structures and appointive and electoral nominating processes; 

192. By Governments, national bodies, the private sector, political parties, trade unions, employers' 
organizations, research and academic institutions, subregional and regional bodies and non-governmental and 
international organizations: 

(a) Take positive action to build a critical mass of women leaders, executives and managers in strategic 
decision-making positions; 

(b) Create or strengthen, as appropriate, mechanisms to monitor women's access to senior levels of decision-
making; 
 
Commission on the Status of Women (1997): 
Agreed Conclusions on women in power and decision making 

4. Research, including a gender-impact assessment of electoral systems to identify measures that would counter 
the under-representation of women in decision-making and reverse the downward trend of women in 
parliaments worldwide, should be supported. 

Beijing +5: 
Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the twenty-third special session of the 
General Assembly (2000) 

86 b. Ensure and support the full participation of women at all levels of decision-making and implementation in 
development activities and peace processes, including conflict prevention and resolution, post-conflict 
reconstruction, peace-making, peace-keeping and peace-building and in this regard, support the involvement of 
women's organizations, community based organizations and NGOs; 

86 c. Encourage the involvement of women in decision-making at all levels and achieve gender balance in the 
appointment of women and men, with full respect for the principle of equitable geographical distribution, 
including as special envoys and special representatives and to pursue good offices on behalf of the Secretary-
General, inter alia in matters relating to peace-keeping, peace-building, and in operational activities, including 
resident coordinators; 
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