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PRESIDENCY OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL FOR JANUARY: BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA 

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA’S SUPPORT FOR WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL  
Bosnia & Herzegovina’s stated priorities for its 2011 Security Council presidency include the promotion of sustainable 

peace and development, the advancement of democracy, peaceful settlement of disputes, and continuing respect for 
international law. 

Bosnia & Herzegovina’s relevant international commitments include: Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (succeeded 1 Sep 1993); Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ratified 
11 April 2002); National Strategy for Women Victims of Sexual Violence in Conflict and Beyond (initiated July 2010) 
 

RECOMMENDED SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION POINTS ON WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY  
 

Action Previously Requested by the Security Council  
In October 2010, the Security Council marked the 10th Anniversary of resolution 1325 on Women Peace and Security (S/PRST/2010/22). 
At this debate, Security Council members and more than 70 other Member States delivered statements, many of which included 
commitments on implementation of its resolutions on Women Peace and Security, and urged the Council to take steps to do the same. These 
commitments must be met. With the welcome adoption on 16 December 2010 of resolution 1960, which aims to significantly strengthen the 
UN’s monitoring and response to conflict-related sexual violence, the Council should ensure its full implementation of all five resolutions on 
Women Peace and Security, within its work, in particular in the renewals of all peacekeeping and political missions, and sanctions regimes. 
 
The absence of specific reporting on women does not necessarily signify an absence of women, peace and security concerns. Member States 
should inquire as to any such lack of information. In addition to mandate-specific calls for information, the Council has determined that all 
mandate renewals and country reports must address the protection and promotion of women’s human rights (SCRs 1325; 1820, OP 9; 1888, 
OP 11; 1889, OP 5; 1894, OP 32; and PRSTs 2009/1 and 2010/8). 
 
Central African Republic and Chad 
The withdrawal of the UN Mission to Central African Republic and Chad (MINURCAT) is due for completion by 31 December  as per SCR 
1923 (2010).  Given the history of insecurity and human rights violations, there is great concern about a potential ensuing crisis for civilians.  
The UN High Commissioner for Refugees for example has largely depended on the Mission to provide security for supplies to some 3,500 
Sudanese refugees at Sam Ouandja, in CAR.  In eastern Chad, the UN has reported continuing human rights abuses, including sexual and 
gender-based violence. The Council is urged to ensure that: 

- The protection of civilians and humanitarian assistance in places previously served by MINURCAT and elsewhere is addressed by the 
governments of Chad and CAR in order to protect civilians, in particular displaced women and girls. 

- The Chad and CAR governments are held to account for any failure to deliver on their protection responsibilities.   

- International partners are encouraged to focus on building the capacity of the CAR and Chad authorities to protect civilians and develop an 
independent and impartial judiciary.  

 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
As per SCR 1925 (2010), the Secretary-General is due to report to the Council by 21 January 2011 on progress on the ground and “with a 
view of progressively adapting” the UN presence in the DRC.  In light of continuing protection of civilian concerns, including the 
persistently high levels of sexual violence against women and girls, and failure to ensure justice, it is not appropriate for the Council to 
consider any changes to the mandate of the UN Mission (due for renewal in June 2011), that would deprioritize the protection of civilians, 
until MONUSCO and other sources report a marked improvement in the situation.  
 
Kosovo 
The Secretary-General is due to report on activities of the UN mission and related developments linked to the promotion of security, stability 
and respect for human rights. The previous report (S/2010/562) did not include any assessment of the particular situation faced by women. 
The next report should provide information for example on women’s justice and refugee concerns. Little progress has been made in the 
prosecution of war crimes, in part due to lack of effective witness protection.  There are also increasing numbers of forcible returns to 
Kosovo from UN member states, despite the particular risk of persecution for members from minority communities, victims of trafficking, 
and victims of war crimes, including sexual violence.  
 
Nepal  
In his last report on the situation in Nepal (S/2010/214), the Secretary-General provided information on the numbers of women within the 
UN Mission (UNMIN), but no information on the situation for women in Nepal, despite recent political developments. The next report 
should include detailed information on: cases of sexual exploitation by peacekeepers/humanitarian workers and the effectiveness of 
instruments to address this; women’s involvement in the development of the new constitution, and how it will address their concerns; 
women’s role in the justice sector, both the formal and transitional justice processes; what human rights violations women are exposed to and 
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what redress is available for them; and how DDR programs are taking into account the specific needs of female ex-combatants. With the 
mandate of UNMIN terminating in January 2011, it is important that in the transition, the following are addressed:  
- Ensuring all female former combatants are provided with support programs (employment, skill training, reintegration etc).  
- Ensuring survivors of gender-based violence have full access to information and conflict relief and recovery programs.  
- Increasing resources to ensure basic medical and health care for survivors of conflict at the community level.  
- Prioritizing women’s participation in all post conflict recovery programs, especially ensuring adequate representation in the constitution 

drafting process, the electoral system, the police and the judiciary.  
- Instilling further measures towards ending impunity for crimes related to women and children, particularly sexual violence.  
- Supporting special women’s hearings by Nepal’s truth and reconciliation commission.  
 
Sudan 
The Council is expected to discuss a number of issues regarding the situation in Sudan, including monitoring the outcome of the referenda, 
the situation in Darfur and progress of the Doha peace talks. In any action it takes, including in any outcome document, the Council is urged 
to:  
- Ensure that UNMIS is taking action to ensure sexual violence is prevented if there is an outbreak of violence around the referendum (RI 

suggestion) 
- Ensure that women are being given the space and meaningfully engaged in referendum discussions, that consultations with women are 

being prioritized, and that participation of women representatives in talks is being stressed.  
- Ensure that women’s rights are integrated into political talks and outcomes related to citizenship, security, natural resources, and 

North/South border deliberations.  
- Stress to the Chief Mediator and the Joint Mediation Support Team that concrete action should be taken to ensure women's substantive 

participation in the Doha talks.  
- For Doha, the Security Council should request that the texts of the agreement currently being discussed are reviewed by a senior gender 

expert, potentially provided by the UN Mediation Support Unit. 
 
Timor-Leste 
The last report of the Secretary-General on Timor-Leste (S/2010/522) failed to detail actions being taken in compliance with SC resolutions 
on women peace and security. In the next report the Council should request information on the post-conflict situation for women in Timor 
Leste, and the work of UN Mission (UNMIT) in integrating Women, Peace and Security matters within its activities. This may include gender 
training for the PNTL (police); and progress on gender mainstreaming.  
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- Amnesty International, Still in need of safety: The internally displaced in eastern Chad, December 2010: 
www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR20/012/2010/en  

- Amnesty International, Central African Republic must arrest Omar al-Bashir during visit, December 2010: 
www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/central-african-republic-must-arrest-omar-al-bashir-during-visit-2010-12-01  

- Amnesty International, Not welcome anywhere: Stop the forced return of Roma to Kosovo, September 2010 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR70/011/2010/en  

- Human Rights Watch, Balkans: Human Rights Lacking, January 2010,  
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/01/20/balkans-human-rights-lagging  

- Human Rights Watch, Nepal: Justice Denied for Crimes During Decade of Conflict, December 2010: 
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/12/14/nepal-justice-denied-crimes-during-decade-conflict 

- Amnesty International, DRC: Demand Justice for Rape Survivor, Nov. 2010: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR62/012/2010/en  

- Human Rights Watch, DRC: Always on the Run, September 2010, http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/09/14/always-run-0  

- Women’s Refugee Commission, Sudan: Starting from Scratch: The Challenges of Including Youth in Rebuilding Southern Sudan, September 2010: 
http://www.womensrefugeecommission.org   

- Human Rights Watch, Sudan: Halt Wave of Attacks on Civilians in Darfur, Nov. 2010: 
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/11/11/sudan-halt-wave-attacks-civilians-darfur  

- Human Rights Watch, Sudan: Don’t Ignore AU Justice Recommendations,  October 2010: 
 http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/10/29/sudan-don-t-ignore-au-justice-recommendations 

- Amnesty International, The Chains Remain: Restrictions On Freedom Of Expression In Sudan, September 2010, 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/sudan-urged-end-clampdown-freedom-expression-referendum-2010-09-24 

- PeaceWomen Security Council 1325 Monitor. http://www.peacewomen.org/security_council_monitor/ 
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