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WOMEN GROUPS AROUND THE WORLD CALL ON THE UNITED NATIONS
SECURITY COUNCIL TO PROSECUTE SENIOR GENERAL THAN SHWE AT THE
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT: IT’S TIME FOR THE UNITED NATIONS TO
TAKE STRONG ACTION ON BURMA

Letter to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and Members of the UN Security Council
7 August 2009
Your Excellencies,

The international community has a firm obligation to take concrete measures in order to cease the
systematic human rights violations carried out by the military regime in Burma, specifically to end
the military’s widespread and systematic use of sexual violence. We implore you to urgently
establish a United Nations Security Council Commission of Inquiry to investigate war crimes and
crimes against humanity in Burma. The military regime has demonstrated time and time again that
they act with impunity and have established a flawed judicial system only serving the junta’s
interest. Opportunities for national reconciliation remain impossible as long as the military
continues with their sham roadmap to democracy that will only further cement militarization, ethnic
discrimination, and gender inequality. There will never be sustainable peace in Burma without
justice for the crimes committed against civilians by the regime.

We stand with the women of Burma who continuously act with courage in the face of decades of
long brutal oppression. On all levels the military regime works to obliterate any opposition and
dominate all civilians — imprisoning over 2,100 political prisoners, using people for forced labor,
conscripting children as soldiers, destroying over 3,300 villages, and utilizing the horrific tools of
sexual violence, extrajudicial killings, and torture. Many UN bodies have repeatedly documented
and reported these actions and have called for independent investigations of the crimes. The
military regime continues to ignore these calls with impunity.

The most recent example of Burma’s impaled judicial system is the trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
Burma's national leader and Noble Peace Laureate, who is facing a trial both substantively and
procedurally flawed. Since 14 May, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been put in the notorious Insein
Prison to stand trial on unfair charges by the military authority. This act by the regime provoked
widespread and global outrage. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is the world’s only imprisoned Nobel
Peace Prize recipient and a heroic leader in the face of growing oppression by Burma's military
dictator Senior General Than Shwe.

UN Security Council Resolution 1820 affirms the urgent need to end impunity and protect civilians
in conflict and post conflict situations. It also recognizes that continuing systematic acts of sexual
violence targeting civilian populations will only further exacerbate peace and security, as the impact
of sexual violence on women has consequences on communities and entire societies. Impunity for
sexual violence committed during conflict perpetuates impunity and we call on the Security Council
and the Secretary General to take firm measures to uphold this Resolution.
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Well-documented reports of past violations, continued systematic repression, and an incapacitated
judicial system stand as solid witness to the necessity of strong international intervention. We call
for the UN Security Council to start with a Commission of Inquiry to investigate the horrific
campaign of terror by the military regime and to refer Senior General Than Shwe and his cronies to
the International Criminal Court for all crimes including for the imprisonment of Nobel Laureate

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in violation of international law.

The Statement is endorsed by;

Organization Country Contact Person & Addresses
. i Charlotte Marklund
I | Amnesty Syds Kvinnoréttsgrupp Sweden kvinnorattsgruppen.malmo@mail.amnesty.se
Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law ) )
2. and Development (APWLD) Asia Pacific | apwld@apwld.org
3 Asia-Japan Women's Resource Japan Hisako Motoyama, Executive Director
" | Center (AJWRC) P ajwrc(@ajwrc.org
. . . Eleanor dictaan-bang-oa
4. | Asian Indigenous Women's Network (ellen@tebtebba.ore]
5. é(s)félc;?l\/omens Human Rights Australian Eileen.Pittaway@tuckway.com.au
ASOCIATIA FEMEILOR DIN o .
6. | ROMANIA (Women's association of Romania Etl’;gf; PéﬁsGlsJ,rf]remdent of AF.R.
Romania) PENSYS.
Association for women's Rights in . Lydia Alpizar Duran, Directora Ejecutiva
7. International . .
Development lalpizar@awid.org
3 Association of Indonesian Migrant Lestari Adi
" | Workers in Hong Kong lestarihk@yahoo.co.uk
9. Australian National Committee on Australia Rebecca.Eckert@unsw.edu.au
Refugee women
10. | Bahrain Center for Human Rights Bahrain Nabeel Rajab [nabeelar@batelco.com.bh]
1 BAOBAB for Women's Human Niceria Bilkis Olagoke
" | Rights & baobabwomen@yahoo.com
12 BAYAN USA and NY Committee the Philipbines Berna Ellorin
" | for Human Rights bp ateberns(@gmail.com
. Kathmandu, | Anjana Shakya
13.| Beyond Beijing Committee Nepal beyondbeijing@wlink.com.np
Centre Communautaire des Femmes . Sadeqa Slddl.qm
14. . Montréal, Qc | Coordonnatrice
Sud-Asiatique
sawcc(@cam.org
Centre for Human Rights and .
15. Development Mongolia chrd@mongolnet.mn
16 Commission on Justice, Peace and Philippines- canjpic@gmail.com
" | Integrity of Creation PNG IpIcie )
Coordenadora Nacional Maputo — Mulher ¢ Lei na Affica Austral
17. WLSA Mocambique Mocambiaue wlsamoz@tropical.co.mz
¢ d ¢ d coord.wlsa@tropical.co.mz
. Viktoria Avakova
18. | Democracy Today Armenia viktoria@umcor.am
19. | Empower Foundation Thailand Pornpit Puckmai

empower@cm.ksc.co.th
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Yevgeniya Kozyreva

20. | Feminist League of Kazakhstan Kazakhstan . .
kazfemline@gmail.com
L Republic of | Elena Burca.
21. | Forum of Women Organizations Moldova elburca@pochtamt.ru
2 Forum of women's NGOs of Kyrevzstan Nurgul Djanaeva
" | Kyrgyzstan yrey [janay@elcat.kg]
Foundation for Women, Law and . erada SOH'ISW{:lSdI.
23. Rural Development Thailand virada@chiangmai.ac.th,
p viradas2004(@yahoo.com
24. | Friends of Burma Malaysia
GABRIELA national alliance e Emily Cahilog
25. , . Philippines
women's organizations gabwomen(@yahoo.com
Cristina Palabay
26. | Gabriela Women's Party Philippines | noztalzia@gmail.com,
gabrielawomensparty@gmail.com
27. | GayJapanNews Japan Azusa Yamg shita
azusa@gayjapannews.com
78, | GENDER-CENTER Republic of | Valentina Bodrug-Lungu, PhD, President
Moldova lunguval@mcc.md
. Janet Benshoof
29. | Global Justice Centre USA jbenshoof(@globaljusticecenter.net
Groupe de Recherche sur les
30. | Femmes et les Lois au Sénégal grefels@gmail.com
(GREFELS)
31 Humap nghts Tregty Monitoring Nepal
Coordination Comittee (HRTMCC)
) Sarah Masters
32. | IANSA Women's Network UK [TANSA. Women@iansa.org]
IFOR’s Women Peacemakers The .
33. Program (WPP) Netherlands Isabelle Geuskens [I.geuskens@jifor.org]
34. | Innabuyog Philippines | innabuyog@gmail.com.
International Women's Human
35| Rights Law Clinic (IWHR) USA Rhonda Copelon
36. | Iraqi Women Network Iraq 1raq1w0m§nn§t@yahoo.com;
hanaa.e@iraqi-alamal.org
37 | Isis International Ma‘mla,‘The C~a1. Y1p1pg, Executive Director,
Philippines | yiping@jisiswomen.org
38. | IWRAW Asia Pacific Malaysia iwraw-ap@iwraw-ap.org
39. | KALYANAMITRA Indonesia | Rena Herdiyani
ykm@indo.net.id
La Mesa del Movimiento Social de . Gloria Elena Gil Zea
40. . . Colombia
Mujeres de Cartagena y Bolivar TEL 312-6144459 6722811
e e Yuen Abana
41. | Labor Party Philippines Philippines yuenlee30@yahoo.com
Latin American and Caribbean
42. | Committee for the Defense of Norma Enriquez Riascos coordi@cladem.org
Women's Rights
Latina American Network of .
43. Catholics For the Right to Decide Teresa Lanza Monje [cddbol@entelnet.bo]
44. | LGBT organization "Labrys" Kyrgyzstan Syinat Sultanalicva

[sultanalievas@gmail.com]
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Multiple Action Research

45. Group(MARG) India marg@ngo-marg.org
46. | National Center Against Violence Mongolia NCAYV [mongolcav@mongol.net]
47 National Coalition for the ICC Nepal
" | (NCICC) P
NeW Zealapd Tertiary E,d ucation Sandra Grey, Women’s Vice-President
48. | Union National Women’s New Zealand Sandra.grey(@vuw.ac.nz
Committee, Te Kahurangi Mareikura Sy o
49. | NGO “Taraz Initiative Centre” Kazakhstan | Svetlana Beissova sbeisova@mail.ru
50. | North East Network India assamnen@yahoo.co.uk
51. | Norwegian Burma Committee Norway astrid@burma.no
57 Partners for Law in India pldindia@gmail.com
" | Development(PLD)
53. | Saheli Women's Resource Center India saheliwomen@gmail.com
. Gunnel Hedstrom,
54. | S-Kvinnor Hallsberg Sweden sunnel hedstrom@hotmail.com
. Kerstin Bergstrom Persson,
>3- | S-Kvinnor Karlskoga Sweden kerstin.bergstrompersson@karlskoga.se
56. | S-Kvinnor Orebro Sweden Carina Hartman
carina.hartman(@orebro.se
. Belgrade Jennifer Carter
>7. | Women in Black (Serbia) stasazen(@eunet.yu
.. . Eleanor Kilroy
58. | Women Living Under Muslim Laws Email: wluml@wluml.org
Women’ s Council of the New Helen Kell
59. | Zealand Council of Trade Unions New Zealand helenk @nz}é P
(NZCTU) Org:
60. | Women’s League of Burma Burma wlb@womenofburma.org
61. | Women's League of Chinland Indétfigfna womenleagueofchinland@yahoo.co.in
o . Spain and Andrea Parra
62. | Women's Link Worldwide Colombia a.parra@womenslinkworldwide.org
63 Women's Rehabilitation Centre Nepal Jyotsna Maskay, Executive Director
" | (WOREC) P worec.whrd@gmail.com
Women's Studies Center, Faculty of Virada Somswasdi
64. | Social Sciences, Chiang Mai Thailand virada@chiangmai.ac.th,

University

viradas2004(@yahoo.com
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